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IX. The Orphans’ Home and Other Educational Institutions

The Regents and Trustees of these institutions shall continue to be
elected by Synod as at present and shall have all the authority which they
NOwW POSSESS.

X. Changes in Administration

The Committee on the Synod’s Work shall have the authority to
make any alterations in the matter of administration which do not change
the vital principles involved, which vital principles shall be changed only
by the Synod itself.

XI.

All contracts now binding upon any of the present Permanent Com-
mittees of Synod shall remain in force until their expiration.

XIIL

For the Synodical year 1928-1929 only, the Committee on Synod’s
Work shall have the authority to elect its own Executive Secretary and
Treasurer and also any paid officials of its sub-committees whom it may
deem necessary, and to fix their salaries; and, furthermore, for this same
year it shall have the authority to fix its own budget—all the above

without the approval of the Synod.
A. D. P. GILMOUR, Chairman.

MEMORIALS OF DECEASED MINISTERS
REV. WILLIAM BLACK, D.D.

William Black came from the splendid strain of Highland Scotch that
flocked into North Carolina through the port of Wilmington after the
battle of Culloden. He was born near Maxton, N. C., July 2, 1856, of
godly parentage, educated at Tuscaloosa Academy, and felt called to give
his life to the study of law. IHe afterwards graduated from law school
and practiced in this profession from 1881 to 1893. Dr. Black did not
belong to that class who because of failure later changed his profession.
He honored the law by carrying into it the principles of Christ, and his
honesty and fidelity in these principles gave him a lucrative practice.

However, he was not satisfied with his success, but felt that the
Master wanted him to preach the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ, and
on January 17, 1893, he was licensed by Fayetteville Presbytery, and or-
dained as an evangelist May 9th of the same year, by Mecklenburg Pres-
bytery, and for the years 1893 and 1894 was evangelist for Union and
Anson Counties.

He was then elected Superintendent of Synodical Missions in North
Carolina and held this position for three years, being elected general
evangelist of the Synod of North Carolina in 1897. He held this position
until the Savior called him into His presence to give an account of his
faithful ministry on November 23, 1927.
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56 MINUTES OF THE

These are simply the dates in the life of a great ministry, a ministry
that was charged by passion and prayer and power, a ministry that was
charged by an unswerving loyalty to the Gospel of the Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, a ministry that was used of God in building churches, in
restoring waste places, and adding many hundreds, yea, thousands, to the
Church of Christ.

Dr. Black was a natural leader of men, of very fine physical appear-
ance. He had been captain of a militia company in his early life, and to
many of his old friends he was still known as Captain Black. He carried
into his ministry some of the gifts that made him a success as a lawyer.
His preaching was direct and practical. He was always trying to provoke
a crisis in a man'’s life, and argued with a directness that wanted a verdict
then and there for an acceptance of his Lord whom he loved so devotedly
and1 whose love and peace he wanted to share with those who crossed his
path,

Dr. Black was constructive in his ministry, always looking for new
ideas for the advancement of the Kingdom. He was the father of the
movement towards an Elder and Deacon Conference in the State which had
a tremendous influence as a forerunner of other movements of this kind.
He was the promoter of the Bible Conference at Davidson in 1902, and
to this conference some attribute the growth of larger conferences that
have since become so popular in this Synod.

He was very active in the formation of the North Carolina Bible
League, and in the semi-annual session of the League in the First Pres-
byterian Church of Charlotte, N. C,, a splendid recognition of his activity
and service was made by a memorial service. FHis fine training in con-
stitutional thinking made him resist to the fullest the anti-Bible teaching
in tax-supported schools, and when he spoke on this theme it was with a
passion born of earnest conviction that to teach evolution as a supported
scientific theory with all of its adherent evils was a violation of the rights
of the great mass of people in the State.

On Saturday, November 19, 1927, Dr. Black began evangelistic serv-
ices in the Bluff Presbyterian Church, in Fayetteville Presbytery. He
was suffering from physical infirmities when he began the meeting but
was not willing to turn aside from the work of the Lord. He preached
three heart-searching and inspiring sermons on that day and on Sunday
morning he and his singer, Mr. Andrew Burr, sang together, “Eternity Is
Near.” The gates were unfolding for him as he sang it, and on November
23rd he was quickly and gloriously called into the presence of his Lord.
For him the strife is o’er, the shadows have passed, and the consummation
of all things has become a reality.

“So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, death is swallowed up in victory., O death, where
is thy sting; O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin;
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of
the c{"?rd, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord.

Respectfully submitted,
g A. S. JOHNSON.
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